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US English: Students practice words that are different in British English and American
English.

Link to standard/advanced textbook: Unit 2, an extra activity for e.g. the Reading
lesson.

Difficulty level: Medium

Time: +/- 30 mins

Option 1 Option 3
Worksheets Computer lab+internet
connection

Link to the materials

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-usa.htm
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Option 1: Worksheets

Preparation:

o Print out the worksheet and cut up into words and definitions.

Stages Procedure

Intro 1. Write two words on the board GAS — PETROL. Ask students if they
_ mean the same or different, and if they are different, which word
+/- 5 mins belongs to American and which is British English.

Word 1. Divide the students into small teams. On the paper ask them to write
Game two columns, one column with UK and the other US.

+/-10 mins 2. Tell them they have three minutes to write a list of as many word
pairs in UK and US English as they can.

3. 4. When finished ask groups to swap and check their answers.
Teacher monitors as necessary.

Matching 1. Give out copies of Worksheet 1 to each student/pairs and ask them

, to match the words to the definitions.

+/- 20mins

2. When finished ask the students to check their answers with their
partner/another group.

Answer:

= .. = = it =
definitions defmitions ]
L~ S | N m————
a piece of land next to a square of thick soft

and belonging to a paper or cloth which Is
yard nhouse, where flowers garden ‘V nappy émeo around a baby's diaper
and other plants are ttom and between its

Qrown legs

/

a small room which a group of people

carries people or goods sjanding one behind the
p and down in tall lift LV queuve er who are waiting for line

buildings something

elevator ]

sgmeone whose 1ob isto a small piece of sweet
mailman iver letters and parcels | Postman J sweet , made of sugar tandy

waste material or a sweet soft tood made
garbage l.'(ﬁwanted or worthless rubbish H/ jam cooking fruit with jelly
hings ugar to presarve it

a piece of clothing that
& device that controls the covers the lower part of

faucet w of iquid, especially ta Wtrousers o nts
ater, from a pipe P :geu?co?gcftrom the waist pa

3. Check answers with the class.

Extension 1. One student says the UK word then throws a soft object (paper ball)

to another student, they say the US version.
Word

Revision 2. Then that student says UK word and throws to another classmate

_ who gives the US equivalent.
+/- 5 mins
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faucet lift mailman nappy garbage queue pants garden
candy elevator tap jam sweet diaper jelly
definitions definitions
a piece of land next to a square of thick soft
and belonging to a paper or cloth which is
| yard house, where flowers fastened around a baby's
and other plants are bottom and between its
grown legs
a small room which a group of people
carries people or goods standing one behind the line
up and down in tall other who are waiting for
buildings something
someone whose job is to a small piece of sweet
deliver letters and parcels || Postman food, made of sugar
waste material or a sweet soft food made
unwanted or worthless by cooking fruit with
things sugar to preserve it
a device that controls the go’\)rigfset?xfeclg)\}vrgpgat?tagf
!f/lloavtve?fflrgrlﬁda' eispeeClally trousers |the body from the waist
' pip to the feet
Worksheet 1
faucet lift mailman nappy garbage queue pants garden
candy elevator tap jam sweet diaper jelly
definitions definitions
— L= o | TN
a piece of land next to a square of thick soft
and belonging tc a paper or cloth which is
| yard house, where flowers fastened around a baby's
and other plants are bottom and between its
grown legs
a small room which a group of people
carries people or goods standing one behind the line
up and down in tall other who are waiting for
buildings something
someone whose job is to a small piece of sweet
deliver letters and parcels | Postman food, made of sugar
waste material or a sweet soft food made
unwanted or worthless by cooking fruit with
things sugar to preserve it
a device that controls the (a:or\’,igfset?feﬁ'g‘}v'gp%atptagf
flow of liquid, especially trousers |the body from the waist
water, from a pipe to the feet

www.teachingenglish.edu.vn

Page 3



z: g(R)Uf!lSCTL @ Ministry of Education and Training of Vietnam TeachingEnglishinVietnam

Option 3: Computer + internet connection

Preparation:
e Direct students to

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-usa.htm

Stages Procedure

Introduction 1. Write two words on the board GAS — PETROL. Ask students if
they mean the same or different, and if they are different, which

+/- 5 mins word belongs to American and which is British English.
Word Game 1. Divide the students into small teams of 2/3 students.
+/-10 mins 2. On the paper ask them to write two columns, one column with UK
and the other US.
3. Tell them they have three minutes to write a list of as many word
pairs in UK and US English as they can.
4. 4. When finished ask groups to swap and check their answers.
Teacher monitors as necessary.
Matching 1. Direct students to the website and ask them to match the words to
) the definitions. Students can also read the instructions.
+/- 20mins

2. When finished ask the students to check their answers with their
partner/another group.

Answer:
E= .- T "I
e — definitions defmnitions
a piece of land next to a square of thick soft
and belonging to a paper or cloth which I5
vard nouse, where flowers garden }V nappy %med around a baby's diaper
and other plants are ttom and between its
Qrown legs
asmall rom? which 4 a group of people
carries people or goods sjanding one behind the
elevator Mp and down in tall lift w gueus #ﬁer v':?w are waiting for Nne
bulldings something
sgmeone whose 1ob isto a small piece of sweet
mailman wivm letters and parcels | POStman ” sweet ‘éa made of sugar candy
waste material or a sweet soft food made
garbage I..(ﬁwa'\ted or viorthless rubbish }V jam cooking fruit with jelly
hings ugar ta preserve it
a piece of clothing that
El devi«f:T thad( mntrorlsnthe covers the lower part of
faucet W OF W0, CIPCCILTY tap trousers | the body from the waist pants
ater, fram a pipe to the feet

3. Check answers with the class.
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Extension 1. One student says the UK word then throws a soft object (paper
ball) to another student, they say the US version.
Word
Revision 2. Then that student says UK word and throws to another classmate
) who gives the US equivalent. This continues as long as students
+/- 5 mins are interested in the activity.
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