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Link to the materials 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-usa.htm 

 

US English: Students practice words that are different in British English and American 
English. 

Link to standard/advanced textbook: Unit 2, an extra activity for e.g. the Reading 
lesson. 

Difficulty level: Medium 

Time: +/- 30 mins 

Option 1 

Worksheets 

 Option 3 

Computer lab+internet 
connection 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-usa.htm


 

 

www.teachingenglish.edu.vn                                                                                                                Page 2 

 

Option 1: Worksheets 

Preparation:  

 Print out the worksheet and cut up into words and definitions. 

Stages Procedure 

Intro 

+/- 5 mins 

1.  Write two words on the board GAS – PETROL. Ask students if they 
mean the same or different, and if they are different, which word 
belongs to American and which is British English. 

Word 
Game 

+/-10 mins 

 

1. Divide the students into small teams. On the paper ask them to write 
two columns, one column with UK and the other US. 

2. Tell them they have three minutes to write a list of as many word 
pairs in UK and US English as they can. 

3. 4. When finished ask groups to swap and check their answers.  
Teacher monitors as necessary. 

Matching 

+/- 20mins 

 

1. Give out copies of Worksheet 1 to each student/pairs and ask them 
to match the words to the definitions. 

2. When finished ask the students to check their answers with their 
partner/another group. 

Answer:  

 

3. Check answers with the class. 

Extension 

Word 
Revision 

+/- 5 mins 

1. One student says the UK word then throws a soft object (paper ball) 
to another student, they say the US version. 

2. Then that student says UK word and throws to another classmate 
who gives the US equivalent.   
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Worksheet 1 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Worksheet 1 
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Option 3: Computer + internet connection 

Preparation:  

 Direct students to 

 http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-usa.htm 

Stages Procedure 

Introduction 

+/- 5 mins 

1.  Write two words on the board GAS – PETROL. Ask students if 
they mean the same or different, and if they are different, which 
word belongs to American and which is British English. 

Word Game 

+/-10 mins 

 

1. Divide the students into small teams of 2/3 students. 

2. On the paper ask them to write two columns, one column with UK 
and the other US. 

3. Tell them they have three minutes to write a list of as many word 
pairs in UK and US English as they can. 

4. 4. When finished ask groups to swap and check their answers.  
Teacher monitors as necessary. 

Matching 

+/- 20mins 

 

1. Direct students to the website and ask them to match the words to 
the definitions.  Students can also read the instructions. 

2. When finished ask the students to check their answers with their 
partner/another group. 

Answer:  

 

3. Check answers with the class. 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-usa.htm
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Extension 

Word 
Revision 

+/- 5 mins 

1. One student says the UK word then throws a soft object (paper 
ball) to another student, they say the US version. 

2. Then that student says UK word and throws to another classmate 
who gives the US equivalent.  This continues as long as students 
are interested in the activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


